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Return to school guide 

Ysgol y Dderwen 

 

GOVERNMENT STATEMENT 

 

The Education Minister's statement outlines that "check-in" dates will be take 
place until the end of the summer. Only up to one third of pupils will attend at 
any one time, so classes will be "much smaller". This means that certain years 
attend for certain days only as well as receive online learning guides when they 
are not in school. 

The school will be open to all year groups, but with smaller numbers in each 
classroom (maximum 8) and scattered start, break and finish times. Appendix 1 
outlines the “keep in touch” dates for each year. 

Children will be offered face-to-face sessions with their registration teachers 
during this time. 

The last four weeks of the year offer us a wonderful opportunity to welcome our 
children back to some degree, catch up and for the pupils and staff to have 
contact. We will also be able to familiarise the pupils with the 'new normal' and 
how this will develop in September. This will greatly help to build confidence and 
reduce anxiety; otherwise the return in September will be even more difficult for 
the children. 

We understand that you may be concerned about sending your child back to 
school. 

This guide sets out all the measures we are taking to reduce the risks and assure 
you that your child can return to school safely and benefit again from all the 
positive experiences they have at school. 

We have successfully operated as a Hwb for the past twelve weeks, providing 
care to a significant number of children. The systems and procedures in place 
have proven to be very effective. While working at the Hub and running the 
service from the school we have benefited from operating a highly effective 
system. 

At Ysgol y Dderwen, we pride ourselves on being a safe and happy school and 
we must emphasise that these principles are more important than ever at this 
time. 

 



The Welsh Government guidance is clear that we should not attempt to 'catch 
up' on all the activity that the children would have done while the school was 
closed. 

Over the next few weeks we will: 

• Foster and support the health and well-being of our children as our first priority, 
especially those who feel anxious 

• Encourage children to express their feelings through positive conversations. 

• Ensure there is dedicated time for structured activities, to re-engage and 
reconnect with learners and other staff 

• Support children to understand and comply with hygiene requirements and 
maintain social distance 

• Our expectations will be reasonable, properly presented and support the 
wellbeing of our pupils. 

• Children will have the opportunity to play and socialise through structured and 
less formal activities. 

• Provide opportunities for children to enjoy a range of physical activities. 

• Provide ample opportunities for outdoor learning and play 

• Re-engage with our learners and support them in their readiness for distance 
learning 

• Focus on the needs of individual learners 

 

Capacity 

It is important that you have realistic expectations about how often your child 
will attend school over the next four weeks. 

The Welsh Government states in its guidance that most schools are expected to 
offer up to three days contact before the end of the summer. Ysgol Y Dderwen's 
timetable outlines that full-time pupils receive 4 days contact. 

The Local Authority has calculated the capacity of the school based on floor 
space and current social isolation guidelines. This restricts numbers in terms of 
safety and allows us to maintain appropriate space. The capacity of the school 
is also further affected by the number of staff and the needs of our pupils. 

 



What does my child need when they return? 

Each pupil should bring: - 

• A refillable water bottle 

• A hat and sunscreen is recommended - one that lasts a long time and has 
been given before school - (as the children are likely to spend more time outside 
than usual) 

• Healthy lunch and snack 

• KS2 pupils should bring a plastic pencil / wallet case containing basic 
materials. Recommended materials include pen, pencil, rubber, ruler, coloring 
pencils. 

EVERYTHING SHOULD BE LABELLED 

Uniform/clothing 

Pupils are welcome to wear school uniform but it is important to note that they 
do not have to, and you are not expected to go out to buy a new uniform. 
Uniform is not enforced. What is important is that they wear something that is 
comfortable and "easy to wash". 

Current guidelines state that anything other than "normal personal hygiene and 
laundry" is not required following a day at a school or setting. Clothing that 
cannot be machine washed should be avoided. If possible parents / carers 
should provide clean clothes for pupils every day. 

 

Drop-off and Collection Arrangements 

We have set specific drop-off and collection times for different years to limit the 
number arriving at the site at any one time. Keep to your set time for drop off 
and pick up. Flexibility is given so that siblings can be dropped off together, if 
they are at school on the same day. 

 

Parents of Foundation Phase children will need to park in the bottom car park 
(Parc Bagnall) and take their child to the gate leading to the Year 1&2 Yard. 

Parents of Key Stage 2 children will need to park in the top car park (Heol 
Spurell) and take their child to gate that leads to the Key Stage 2 Yard. 
Adjacent to Clwb y Mês. 

ONE PARENT ONLY TO ACCOMPANY THEIR CHILD 



Staff will be present to guide and advise at the beginning and end of each day. 

Collection Arrangements 

ONE PARENT ONLY TO COLLECT 

Parents of foundation phase children will need to assemble on Years 1 and 2 
Yard. 

Parents of Key Stage 2 children will need to assemble on Key Stage 2 Yard. 

There is a specific collection time scheduled which reflects the drop off system. 
Stick to your allotted time slot. 

Flexibility is given so that siblings can leave together. The table below outlines 
the drop off and collection times: - 

 

Drop-off  Foundation Phase  8.45  Key Stage 2  9.15 

Collection Foundation Phase   3.00  Key Stage 2   3.30 

 

Foundation Phase – Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and 2 

Key Stage 2- Years 3-6 

 

BREAK TIMES AND LUNCH 

 

Play Times 

Children will be supervised by school staff during playtimes. Play times and play 
areas will be staggered so that children play within their teaching groups. 

Staff will always strive to ensure an appropriate social distance during playtime, 
depending on the age and understanding of the children. 

 

Lunch 

The kitchen will not be open before September. All children will need to bring a 
packed lunch to school, including children in receipt of Free School Meals 
(direct payments will continue to be made until the end of term). 



Children will eat their packed lunch in their classrooms or outside. 

Children using the HWB will need to make sure they have breakfast before 
coming to school as well as bringing lunch and snacks. 

 

 

CLASSES 

• Wherever possible, the same children and staff will use the same classroom 

• Furniture and desks have been re-arranged/removed to create more space. 

• Shared resource use will be very limited. 

• Resources will be cleaned after use. 

• Doors and windows will be kept open (if possible) to allow plenty of fresh air. 

 

MOVING AROUND THE SCHOOL 

We have established a one-way system for travelling around the building. 
Classes will be escorted by teachers / teaching assistants in this direction 
(playtime, lunch time, home time etc). 

 

MAINTAINING SOCIAL DISTANCE 

We recognise that it is not practical to expect children, especially younger ones 
or those with additional needs, to maintain social distance at all times. We will 
implement the measures identified as best we can, in a positive way, ensuring 
that children are kept safe and looked after. 

We will continue to provide the highest level of care and encouragement to all 
our children, including comforting them in distress and whilst administering first 
aid. 

 

What have we done? 

• Two meter gaps are marked in the foyer area and along the corridors to 
inform pupils of the required gaps. 

• Gaps have been identified for parents in the drop off / pick up zone. 



• All staff are fully aware of the importance of maintaining social distance 
wherever possible and appropriate. 

• The number of people in corridors at any one time will be limited. 

• Playgrounds will be scheduled for each class and will use their own resources. 

 

CLEANING AND DESANTISTISNG 

• The building will be cleaned regularly and at least once a day. Hard surfaces 
will be cleaned with warm soapy water or the required cleaning products. 
Particular attention is paid to cleaning 'high touch' areas and surfaces such as 
boards, appliances and door handles. 

• All classes will have cleaning materials and cloths for cleaning resources / high 
contact surfaces during the day. 

• Hand sanitisers will be provided at key locations. 

• Only two pupils are allowed in any toilet block at a time. (one pupil per toilet) 

• Specific hand washing times are established for pupils. (Posters to encourage.) 

• Effective hand washing posters will be displayed. Children will have access to 
a range of hand washing materials - bars of soap, liquid soap and soft soap 
dispensers. 

• Pupils wash their hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds regularly, 

They will wash their hands: - 

- on arrival at school 

- before and after food handling 

- before and after handling objects and equipment 

- after they blow their nose, sneeze or cough. 

• Appropriate PPE is provided for personal care, First Aid etc. A risk assessment is 
undertaken for all children who require personal and specific care and the 
appropriate PPE is used accordingly. 

• Learners and staff should cough or sneeze to their elbow. As far as possible, 
they should be discouraged from touching their face, especially when using a 
tissue or elbow to cough or sneeze. 

 



PERSONAL PROTECTION EQUIPMENT (P.P.E.) 

The use of personal protective equipment (PPE) is not required when 
undertaking normal educational activities in classrooms / schools. 

Surface dressings are recommended where social distance cannot be 
maintained. They do not replace effective measures of social isolation and 
hand hygiene. We will organise our environment to ensure that an appropriate 
social distance can be maintained throughout the day. 

PPE may be required when we: - 

• Deal with suspected coronavirus (COVID-19) 

• Provide Close Care (an individual risk assessment is undertaken for pupils to 
determine the level of PPE required) 

• deal with specific aspects of First Aid. 

 

You will be asked to complete a pupil health risk assessment on your child's first 
day back at school. 

 

Under no circumstances should children attend school if they are: - 

• feeling unwell, having any of the three COVID-19 symptoms (new persistent 
cough, high temperature or loss of taste or smell) or have tested positive for 
COVID-19 in the last 14 days 

• living in a home with someone who has COVID-19 symptoms or who has 
tested positive for COVID-19 in the last 14 days. 

• comply with the necessary self-isolation requirements in both cases. 

 

HWB Provision 

The school will continue to provide some childcare for parents of working key 
workers. Numbers will be limited as the children in care will affect the numbers 
allowed in education classes. It is therefore essential that you adhere to 
government guidelines before registering your child at the HWB. That is "Your 
childcare is given priority if your work is critical to the response to COVID-19 and 
YOUR CHILD IS NOT ABLE TO STAY HOME" 

Prior to starting at the Hub, parents will also need to show proof of shift patterns. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX 1 

The table below outlines the contact dates that apply for each year. 

Yr.6: - 29.6.20, 30.6.20, 13.7.20,14.7.20 

Yr.5: - 2.7.20, 3.7.20, 16.7.20, 17.7.20 

Yr.4: -6.7.20, 7.7.20, 20.7.20, 21.7.20 

Yr.3: - 9.7.20, 10.7.20, 23.7.20, 24.7.20 

Yr.2: - 29.6.20, 30.7.20, 13.7.20, 14.7.20 

Yr.1: - 2.7.20, 3.7.20, 16.7.20, 17.7.20 

Acceptance: 6.7.20, 7.7.20, 20.7.20, 21.7.20 

Full time Nursery: 9.7.20, 10.7.20, 23.7.20, 24.7.20 

Nursery Children Part-time [Starting January 2020]: Morning 15.7.20 [9:00 - 11:30] 

Nursery Children Part-time [due to start after Easter]: Afternoon 15.7.20 [1:15 - 
2:45] 

New Nursery Children [due to start in September]; Morning 22.7.20 [9: 30-11; 30] 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

	


